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Jesus came and stood among them and said,
‘Peace be with you’.
(John 20:19)

Inside, there is a fun quiz about
all the new words that are
suddenly very much in vogue.
You’ll find information about
giving to the church, even though
envelopes obviously can’t be
handed in, a warning about
potential church giving scams,
detail on current funeral
arrangements effective from April,
alternative ways to get your next
Our Daily Bread daily devotional
booklet, and encouragement to
use additional free time to read
your bibles more frequently and
meaningfully.

Dear Friends
Normally when a magazine is
produced, we only deliver printed
versions to households on the
parish lists. But obviously
communications and deliveries
have been hugely different
recently, with so many people
restricted to their homes.

In this magazine, you can also
read about what some of our
Sunday School members have
been up to, a good news story
about the recycling of some old
clothing from our charity shop
and the availability of a dedicated
prayerline.

Many will be receiving this special
edition magazine by email. If you
aren’t getting it by email, it’s
because the church records do
not contain an email address for
you. It would be very helpful if
you do have an email address
to email the rector with your
current address.
colin.darling@talktalk.net

Rector’s
message
Shop news
Online services
Quiz & Rota for
lesson readers
Church finances
Sunday School
Funerals
Prayerline
Easter Vestry
Contact details

Others will be reading this online
via our website. While others still
are not connected either through
email or via the internet.
Perhaps that’s you. If you are in
that category, it is possible that
you are feeling the isolating
impact of the lockdown more than
others. That’s why we felt it was
important to produce a magazine
which, as well as being online and
sent by email, would be delivered
mostly only to those living in and
around Killyleagh.
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From the Rector
Our last Sunday Service in church was 15th March. It’s hard to believe that
was the last time we gathered as a church family, although, thanks to
modern communications, we have been able to meet, virtually, for online
services twice a week since Mother’s Day on 22nd March. Moreover, we have
been able to provide various prayer resources and keep people informed
through our parish website and facebook page.
I am, however, only too conscious that some regular worshippers have been
excluded from this current way of worshipping and communicating, because
of the absence of internet connections and / or insufficient technical
expertise to use a computer or smart device. That saddens me and it is one
of the reasons why this special edition magazine has been produced – to
touch base again with those isolating at home who aren’t online. We hope
to announce soon, if we can work the technology, that an audio only
version of our online services will be available to those without
internet, by simply dialing a local telephone number. If this is doable, we’ll let you know the number to dial.
Our journey through Lent was
rudely interrupted by COVID19.
Lent is traditionally a time when
Christians try to reflect on their
lives and often give up things for
a while. This year, what we gave
up, not through choice, was our
way of living, and socialising,
working and worshipping. And
everything associated with life as
we knew it. Very quickly, we’ve
learnt to live in a different way.

Lent is also a time when some
decide to focus on their
spirituality, maybe praying more,
or devoting time to reading the
Bible, or giving to others.
Acknowledging that many have
continued to work, some at home,
and that some also have even
less free time, if you have had
more time on your hands, can I
ask have you used it by watching
more television, by being fixated
on the news?

Some have adapted quickly and
indeed, leaving aside the terrible
consequences of the virus on the
lives of many, have been able to
see positives in the quieter way of
life. Others have found it a
challenging, oppressive period.

Or has it given you the chance to
evaluate and appreciate the
important things in life, like family
and friends, those you can see
and those you are prevented from
seeing, like the freedom to move
around and mix with others as
you wish, like your ability to work,
travel, to walk or pursue leisure
interests, like the enjoyment of
living at a less than frenetic pace?

The purpose of abstaining from
things in Lent is to draw closer to
God and reflect on parts of our
lives that we should change.
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By taking time to read the Bible,
prayerfully and expecting to hear
God speaking to you through his
written word, you will not only
find strength to deal with life and
all it may throw up, but you will
also draw nearer to God, by
getting to know Jesus and
receiving spiritual nourishment.

Maybe you have used the greater
amount of free time to
contemplate your faith and God.
By being forced to
abstain from certain
life habits, perhaps
you’ve used the time
to pray more, to
read your bible. Or used the gift
of a new way of living to live a
new way, closer to God. I wonder
have you considered God’s call on
your life and how he might want
you to use the talents he has
gifted you with for the benefit of
others, after all this Covid 19
thing has been put behind us.

When I arrived in Killyleagh as
Rector, I was given some parish
member details. However, the
information was far from
complete and did not contain all
that is needed to be able to
communicate and pastorally
minister in today’s world.

If you haven’t done this yet, it’s
not too late. Why not tell
someone your ideas so they can
hold you accountable to your
promise to do more charitable or
voluntary work? Why not
formulate your thoughts about
the future by writing them down?
Why not make a list of things you
will do more of, and less of, after
Corona virus?

I have been trying to gather more
relevant personal data to make
our parish ministry more
effective, but I have learnt in
these times that there are still
many gaps in the parish records,
gaps I’ll try to fill in in the future.

Why not set aside a specific time
to pray each day? Or to read your
bible? If you haven’t got a bible at
home, you could download the
free You Version phone Bible App.

In the meantime, please could I
ask you to give me your email
address, if you have received a
printed copy of this magazine.
colin.darling@talktalk.net

Or if you
would like a traditional bible in
your hands, let me know and I
will make sure you get one. For
younger people, the Good News
Bible youth edition is a great
resource which you can buy here

Finally, if you need pastoral or
spiritual support, even though I
am not permitted to visit, please
do ring me. Every blessing to you
all as we journey through this
uncertain and sad period
together. Colin

https://www.biblesociety.org.uk
/products/9780564070374/
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Charity shop still effective!
Our Charity Shop may very well be
closed, but thanks to the quick
reactions of Joy, Andrea and the
Friday shop staff, Andy and Sylvia
Ward, some of the shop stock has
been put to great use.
They responded to an appeal for
fabric from NI Scrubs to allow them
to make much needed NHS scrubs
for the staff. So old bedding and
clothing from the charity shop was
gathered up and passed on to NI
Scrubs who transformed it into useable personal attire for the staff in
this picture.

Each quarter, many parishioners receive a free daily devotional booklet from
Our Daily Bread ministries. Feedback suggests that these are much
appreciated.
The next version covering June, July and August, would normally be
available during May. But because of the government rulings on remote
working and social distancing, Our Daily Bread has informed us that it will
not be able to provide printed copies this time to the church.
However, there are other ways that you can still access this wonderful
resource. Anyone can sign up to receive their own copy posted directly to
your house. Go online to ourdailybread.org to ask for your own copy. Or
ring 015395 64149. Alternatively, you can have it emailed to your inbox
each day or read the daily devotionals online, or get the Our Daily Bread
app.
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Most of you will know by now that even though we haven’t been able to
meet for worship in the church building, we have been virtually meeting and
worshipping together. Services have been broadcast online twice a week
since Mother’s Day via our YouTube TV channel. The best way to watch is
to go to the parish website or facebook page and click on the link to
take you to the service. See the back page for web addresses.
If you subscribe to the YouTube channel, this will cost you nothing, but will
mean that you receive reminders of when new broadcasts are about to air.
Not just Killyleagh parishioners have watched, but people with family or
previous Killyleagh connections, other denominations and folk from all parts
of the world. It’s been so encouraging to have everyone joining us.
The Sunday service broadcasts first at 11.30am and the Wednesday short
Holy Communion broadcasts first at 10.30am. All services are also available
an hour or so after first broadcast and can be viewed anytime during the
week. http://www.killyleaghparish.com/archived-services/. Use this link to
view each previous service filed in the Archived Services folder on the
website.
There is no doubt that the success of these
services is thanks largely to the commitment,
expertise, creativity and long hours of
conscientious work of Darren and Joe Brown
of Soaring Productions. We will never be able to
thank them enough for what they have produced
for us as a parish. They deserve our complete and
unending gratitude for their wonderful camera work
and editing skill in bringing visually and
aesthetically pleasing services. And for making all those involved feel
comfortable during the filming process.
Thanks also are due to those who have co-led the services and to Tony,
Henry and Stewart for managing the website and facebook pages for us.
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Corona Virus Charity Quiz
Test yourself – see how many of these new everyday words you can
identify. If you get 1 wrong, why not give £5 to your favourite charity, 2
wrong – give £10. If you get 10 wrong, donate £50! No cheating! Good luck.
1. What is the description given to a disease that is prevalent
throughout the world?
2. What is the term previously used to describe a course of action to
control the movement of prison inmates that explains today’s
society restrictions?
3. When a worker is asked to stay at home but is kept on the payroll,
80% of wages being paid by the government, what name has that?
4. What is it called when measures are implemented to avoid a spike in
demand on the NHS and spread out infection over a longer time?
5. What is the name given to a process which investigates the health
of people you know to assess who may be a carrier?
6. Where was Covid19 virus first identified (region and country)?
7. When in public areas we are told to do what to limit the spread of
the virus?
8. Who is the current Chancellor of the Exchequer who introduced
financial measures to compensate for the stay home guidance?
9. What does PPE stand for?
10. If you are refraining from any contact with other individuals for a
period of time, you are said to be doing what?
Answers are on page 11

Lesson Readers’ Rota
The provisional rota of readers for the period June to
August is noted below. Obviously it depends on being
able to worship in church again.
If any parishioner would like to join the rota, please contact the Rector
Jun 7 – Sylvia Ward
Jun 14 – Edwina Marr
Jun 21 – Cheryl Alexander
Jun 28 – Henry Darling
July 5 - Brigeen Henderson
Jul 12 – Frank Finlay
Jul 19 – Joyce McCormick

Jul 26 – Anthea McWilliams
Aug 2 – Stewart Poole
Aug 9 – Shonagh Dagher
Aug 16 - Rachel Shortall
Aug 23 – Christine Patterson
Aug 30 – Sue McCrum
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From the Select Vestry (SV) – some
thoughts on our giving to the church
The Select Vestry considered whether this was the correct time to raise the
subject of church finances, when many are struggling financially and in
many other challenging and sad ways. There were concerns that the way
the parish is helping people pastorally may get mixed up with money.
After deliberation, it was felt that the below thoughts give an honest
reflection of the theological position regarding giving and our church's need
for both monetary and voluntary service to be able to exist.
Over Easter we have been celebrating the most incredible generosity we
could ever begin to imagine, when Jesus gave his life for us on the cross.
And then the wonderful truth of God the Father demonstrating his power
through the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. Perhaps for many of us we
are more grateful this Easter than ever before for the incredible gift of
Jesus, and his promise of forgiveness and life everlasting.
Lots of people are worried about the future and what things will look like
over the next weeks and months. Whether we will have jobs to go back to,
whether our savings will be worth anything at all, whether we will be
plunged into another severe recession. And yet in the middle of our worries
we can also have confidence - confidence that Jesus is risen and ascended
to the right hand of the Father. And that confidence should help us to face
the future and respond with generosity in the present days.
Possibly our natural instinct in uncertain times like now is to hang on to
what we have. However, the Bible tells us as Christians to do the opposite.
God calls his church and his people to be generous especially in times of
trial. As Christians we are called to tithe, (Leviticus 27:30), to give our first
fruits to the Lord (Nehemiah 10:35) and to consider the poor (Luke 12:33).
If you possibly can, the SV asks you to continue to give your usual offerings
to the church, though it is widely understood that many won’t be able. The
expenses of running the church have not decreased much, while income
clearly has. Indeed the opportunities for ministry and outreach are actually
increasing during these days. Although we are not together on Sunday and
can’t put something onto the plate, if and when you view the services
online, please would you consider your giving as part of your worship.
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How is this done when there is no plate handed round, you might ask? Many
parishioners are finding new ways of paying into parish funds - setting up
new monthly or weekly standing orders. Others
are making a point of setting aside the cash for
their Freewill Offering envelopes to have ready
to bring to church as soon as we can gather
together again. If you use internet banking, you
also have the ability to lodge online directly to
the church account, regular or one-off amounts.
Church Bank Account details: Name of Account - Killyleagh Parish
Church Account number: 46290005 Sort Code: 98-08-60
Whatever suits you, the Rector and SV want to thank you for making sure
you are continuing to give. The biblical principle is that we give back to God
out of what he has already given to us, and he has certainly blessed us all.
If you can, please also consider continuing to support other charities who do
such amazing work both here in Ulster and around the world. Recent
estimates from UK charities indicate that they fear a fall in donations of
several billion pounds this year. So by continuing, or perhaps starting, to
support a charity, your generosity really will make a huge difference.
It goes without saying that there will be those in our congregation and
community who are facing very serious financial challenges. The SV is
sensitive to such situations and wants to re-assure any, who can no longer
afford to give as much or anything, not to worry about it. Also the SV wants
to encourage those who are struggling financially to speak with the Rector in
all confidence to see if there are any schemes which may help you.
More information about giving by standing order, and the church bank
account details can be found on this page of the church website

http://www.killyleaghparish.com/giving-by-standing-order/
Alternatively, contact the Honorary Treasurer Judith Shortall
(judithshortall@hotmail.com / 07767 204667 – evenings only).

Scamwise NI
Sadly, in some parts of the province, people claiming to represent a church
have been calling at doors, offering to take Freewill Offering Envelopes for
people to the church. Take care!!!! If someone you don’t know calls at
your door, claiming to represent St John’s Parish or any other church body,
they are bogus – do not give envelopes to any such person. This is not
authorised activity.
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Even though our Sundays School
has not been meeting recently,
that doesn’t mean the members
have been inactive. Many of you
will have seen Louise Craig colead the service on Palm Sunday.
And what an assured and
inspiring contribution that was. If
you missed it, you can still view
the service in the Archived
Services sub-folder of the
COVID19 page on our website.

The end of term celebration
hopefully will still take place
on June 21st and on June 28th.
The plan is to have a fun time
on 21st revising what has been
learnt in this disrupted year,
followed by a mini party for
the kids with crisps, drinks
etc. Then on 28th, there will be
a prize-giving ceremony in
church. Please could all
members of Sunday School
attend both days if possible,
even if attendance throughout
the year has been infrequent.

Also our young members have
been able still to learn bits and
pieces through their own private
facebook page. Though they
haven’t been pushed too hard!

Another of our Sunday School children wanted to paint something for an
older member of the congregation. Grace Rodie is one of our most mature
members and a very regular worshipper. She
is not online, and so was feeling a bit isolated.
So for Easter Day, 6-year old Roan Fisher,
who lives quite close to Grace and who at
Christmas had sung at the Ringdufferin
Nursing Home Carol Service to a group of
residents there, painted a very colourful cross
and then delivered it through Grace’s
letterbox. Well done Roan and younger
brother Laughlin. (Since then, they’ve also
painted for others!)
Grace said that she normally gets quite a few
Easter cards, but this year got none. So it was
lovely that Roan painted the cross and thought of her.
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Funeral Regulations

Quiz answers
1.
2.
3.
4.

Pandemic
Lockdown
Furlough
Flattening the
curve
5. Contact Tracing
6. Wuhan, China
7. Social distance
8. Rishi Sunak
9. Personal
Protective
Equipment
10. Self-isolating

No doubt many will be aware
there are regulations in place for
the way that funerals can take
place during these times. Such
regulations are amended as the
situation changes. We must abide
by all regulations, no matter how
painful this is for bereaved
families. Funerals will be in
accordance with all current
Government Health, Church and
Funeral Director guidance.
In the event of a restricted
funeral being necessary, the
Rector will discuss options for a
fuller family and community
memorial service at a future date.

-----------------------------------------Prayerline
If you would like to receive prayer for yourself or for anyone else, in
confidence and anonymously contact the Rector or our small dedicated
prayer team. All that is needed is a Christian name, and, if you want, some
detail of the reason for your prayer request. Text or phone the special
prayerline 07743 965185. Or email Communityprayers20@gmail.com

-----------------------------------------Some psalm verses to support you
Psalm 27:1 The Lord is my light and my salvation – whom shall I fear? The
Lord is the stronghold of my life – of whom shall I be afraid?
Psalm 46:1-3 God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in
trouble. Therefore, we will not fear, though the earth give way and the
mountains fall into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar and foam
and the mountains quake with their surging.
Psalm 55:24 Cast your cares on the Lord and he will sustain you; he will
never let the righteous be shaken.
Psalm 91:2-3 He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.
For he shall deliver you from the snare of the fowler and from the deadly
pestilence.
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Where is God in a Coronavirus world?
In this short yet profound book, Oxford mathematics
professor John Lennox, from Northern Ireland,
examines the coronavirus in light of our beliefs and
shows how the Christian worldview not only helps us to
make sense of it, but also offers us a sure and certain
hope to cling to. This is recommended for anyone but
especially if your faith has been challenged by what’s
happening. Contact the Rector for a copy.

Easter Vestry
This year’s Easter Vestry Annual General Meeting,
scheduled for 19th April, was postponed. Consequently,
those elected at Easter 2019 to serve until the 2020 AGM
will remain in post until such time as we can hold
elections for 2020.

When the new date is announced, if you have any
interest in how our parish is run, you are
encouraged to attend this meeting, even if you
don’t want to stand for election or vote for anyone.

Parish & Rector contact details
Rectory - (028) 448 28231
Mobile – 07925 672340
colin.darling@talktalk.net
www.killyleaghparish.com
www.facebook.com/stjohnschurchkillyleagh
Charity Commission NIC103591.
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