YEAR 2
UNIT 10: THE HOLY SPIRIT
LESSON 2: THE SPIRIT GUIDES

Philip and the Ethiopian
Session Overview
Objectives for the lesson:

1. To understand the important part the
Holy Spirit plays in our lives.
2. To learn that we can all be filled with the
Holy spirit.

Learning outcomes for the lesson:

1. To learn the importance of hearing God’s
voice and acting on it.
2. To understand the importance of obeying
God when he asks and the wonderful
consequences of obeying God.

Suggested Games:
‘Pass the flame’ * ‘Holy Spirit relay!’ * ‘Name game’
(See the games sheet enclosed)

Suggested Songs:
‘Spirit of the Living God’ * ‘Holy Spirit fills me up’ * ‘Father we adore you’
(See the songs sheet enclosed)

Memory verse for this unit:
‘The helper is the Holy Spirit the Father will send in my place. He will teach you
everything and help you remember everything I have told you’ John 14:26
(See the Memory verse sheet enclosed)

Bible Blast:
• Key Passage:

‘Acts 8:26-40’

• Talk and application:
(See the Bible Blast sheet enclosed)

Response:
• Suggested activity:

‘Scroll of Good News’

• Key Questions:

For different age groups

Reflect and Pray:

(See the response sheet enclosed)

‘Fizzy Explosive Prayers’
(See the response sheet enclosed)
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YEAR 2
Unit 10 THE HOLY SPIRIT
Lesson 1: The Spirit comes: Pentecost
Lesson 2: The Spirit guides: Philip & the Ethiopian
Lesson 3: The Spirit empowers: Temptation of Jesus
Family Service: Pentecost Sunday

SONG SUGGESTIONS
1. ‘Spirit of the Living God.’
Complete Mission Praise No. 612
(See video on Pinterest site Year 2 Unit 10)
2. ‘Holy Spirit fills me up’
Amazing God Songs for Children CD by Brendon and Cathie Clancy
(See video on Pinterest site Year 2 unit 10)
3. ‘Father we adore you.’
Complete Mission Praise No. 44
(See video on Pinterest site Year 2 unit 10)
4. ‘Breath on me’
Hillsong United CD Shout to the Lord 2000
(See video on Pinterest site Year 2 unit 10)
* please note: in order to use these songs you need to either buy the CD or download the
individual song from itunes or go to the website provided.
Multimedia: Video songs on JIGSAW DDYC Pinterest site ‘Year 2 Unit 10 The Holy Spirit’

Useful websites: www.missionpraise.com
www.gofishresources.com
www.elevationkids.com
www.childbiblesongs.com
www.itunes.com
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YEAR 2
Unit 10 THE HOLY SPIRIT
Lesson 1: The Spirit comes: Pentecost
Lesson 2: The Spirit guides: Philip & the Ethiopian
Lesson 3: The Spirit empowers: Temptation of Jesus
Family Service: Pentecost Sunday

GAMES
Ideas for fun ways to introduce the lesson:
1. Play ‘Pass the flame’. This game is very similar to ‘squeeze’. Get the children into a
circle, holding hands. The children will pass on the flame by squeezing the hand next to
them. The teacher will choose someone to begin. The children must only squeeze one
hand going around in the circle. (This can be difficult for some children and adds to the
fun when the squeeze may be passed around the circle both ways!) To add to the
difficulty you may add another instruction: if you double squeeze the hand beside you
then the squeeze must change direction and go back the way it had come! One person is
chosen and asked to stand in the centre of the circle to guess where the flame has been
passed to.They watch and when they notice a hand being squeezed they shout stop. If
they are correct they swap places with that person. We want to pass on the good news
of Jesus to those around us and keep going.
2. A game of ‘Holy Spirit relay!’ Get the children into teams to race against each other.
Have chairs at the top end of the room with deflated balloons sitting on the chairs,
(make sure you have a separate balloon for each person for hygiene reasons).The
children race up, take a balloon, blow it up, hold the balloon (do not tie) and race back,
release the air from the balloon, then the next person can go. The winning team is the
team back sitting in a line with their deflated balloons in their hands. We are like that
balloon, deflated until we have the Holy Spirit inside to fill us up!
3. Play ‘Name game’ Get the children into a circle. Each person introduces themselves by
their first name and tells the group a food, beginning with the same letter as their name.
Continue the game using, colour, football team, country, superhero etc. Can let the
children choose a grouping too. We want to share with each other and see how easy it is
to start chatting and finding out about each other.

* Free Games app on phone or tablet. Search Youth Group Games
‘Tried and tested youth games’.
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YEAR 2
Unit 10 THE HOLY SPIRIT
Lesson 1: The Spirit comes: Pentecost
Lesson 2: The Spirit guides: Philip & the Ethiopian
Lesson 3: The Spirit empowers: Temptation of Jesus
Family Service: Pentecost Sunday

MEMORY VERSE
‘The helper is the Holy Spirit the father will send in my
place. He will teach you everything and help you
remember everything I have told you.’ John 14:26

Ways to teach the memory verse
1. Memory verse ‘count down’. There are 30 words or phrases in this memory verse.
Teach all the children the memory verse first, by using your fingers to count the words
as you say them e.g the first line ‘The helper is the Holy Spirit the father will send’
fingers 1-10 (both hands up and all fingers used), then add ‘in my place.’, fingers 1-3
(Start afresh new hand 3 fingers). Second sentence - ‘He will teach you everything
and help you remember everything’ , fingers 1-10 (both hands up and all fingers
used), then add ‘I have told you’ , (Start afresh new hand 4 fingers) and then add ‘John
14:26’ , (Start afresh new hand 3 fingers). Once learnt split the group into two. one
side says the memory verse whilst the other counts down from 30 slowly, see who
wins, can speed this up as the children get more familiar with the memory verse.
Change over and compete against each other.
2. ‘Word search’ memory verse. Write the memory verse onto a large piece of card and
fill in the spaces with letters. Best to use a grid of squares 10 x 10
3. ‘Sing’ memory verse. Can put these verses to the tune of ‘Here we go round the
mulberry bush’.
Here we go round the mulberry bush. The helper is the Holy Spirit
The mulberry bush. The mulberry bush. the father will send in my place.
Here we go round the mulberry bush. He will teach you everything
On a cold and frosty morning. and help you remember everything I have told you.
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YEAR 2
UNIT 10: THE HOLY SPIRIT
LESSON 2: THE SPIRIT GUIDES: PHILIP & THE ETHIOPIAN

BIBLE BLAST
KEY PASSAGE: Acts 8: 26-40
Background info:
As the strength and power of the early church grew from Pentecost, so too did the hatred against the
church. Many Christians were persecuted for their faith. Persecution increased in Jerusalem, which
forced many Christians to leave and go to other surrounding countries and tell the good news of Jesus
there. And so began the spread of the good news of Jesus to other people, not just Jews but all people, all
over the world.
The good news of Jesus is for all people, no matter what their background or lifestyle.
The disciples left Jerusalem and travelled to different countries. One of the disciples, Philip, decided to
head to Samaria to share the good news of Jesus. This was a difficult place for a Jew to go to, as there had
been disagreements and prejudice between this nation and the Jewish people for a long time.
An Angel appeared to Philip and told him a message from God, to go South down a desert road to Gaza.
Philip immediately obeyed and, because of Philip’s obedience, Ethiopia, the country, was opened up to
hearing God’s Word, through the Ethiopian eunuch becoming a Christian. Philip obeyed the guidance of
the Holy Spirit in his life.
What is a eunuch? The easiest way to explain to young children is to say that a eunuch was a special
servant to the Queen of Ethiopia and was not allowed to have girlfriends, wives or children. Or, for older
children, a eunuch is a man who has had an operation that makes him unable to have any children.
This eunuch was most probably a Gentile who had converted to Judaism. He had travelled far to worship
in the temple in Jerusalem and was on his way back home to Ethiopia. He was an important person in
the court of the Queen of Ethiopia, in charge of the treasury. His conversion was a significant event as it
brought Christianity into the power structures of another government.
Philip converted this man using the Old testament to understand the New Testament, showing that the
Bible is needed in its totality. God’s word is applicable to all people, of all ages.
Resources required:
Clothes to dress up as a disciple - head scarf, robe, belt, etc, dress up as an angel - white sheet, tinsel for
halo, etc and dress up as the Ethiopian - head scarf or hat, robe, belt, etc. Scroll (see scroll worksheet)
Alternative talk/VIDEO see Pinterest JIGSAW DDYC ‘Year 2 Unit 10 Holy Spirit’
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TALK
We have been learning about the Holy Spirit, the helper God gives to us as we live our lives as Christians
for God.
Today we are going to look at one of Jesus’ Apostles, Philip, and how the Holy Spirit gave him great
boldness and strength. The Holy Spirit was with Philip and guided him through his travels and his
encounters with people.
We read all about it in the book of Acts chapter 8 verses 26-40.
(Can read from the Bible or show the video from the Pinterest site JIGSAW DDYC ‘Year 2 Unit 10 Holy Spirit’)

Let's meet Philip. (Choose a child to get dressed up as Philip and bring to the front)
Philip was one of the disciples of Jesus.
Sadly Jesus had gone. He had risen from the dead and gone back to heaven.
But God had left the Holy Spirit to help the believers to share the good news of Jesus Christ to others.
Philip as a disciple of Jesus was now an apostle, a messenger to tell the good news.
Say hello to Philip. Let the children all say ‘hello’.

Let’s meet an angel, well a pretend one for us! (Choose a child to get dressed up as an angel)
Angels are God’s heavenly messengers to us.
They help to tell us important things or ask us to do something important for God.
This angel had a very important message for Philip.
Say hello to the Angel. Let the children all say ‘hello’.

Finally let’s meet the Ethiopian Eunuch. (Choose a child to get dressed up as the Eunuch)
This eunuch was a very important man.
He was head of the treasury, all the money in Ethiopia, and worked for the Queen.
He was a eunuch which means he has no wife and has had an operation to stop him ever having any
children.
He had become a Jew and knew a little about God.
He had a chariot and was travelling back from Jerusalem to Ethiopia. (Pull out some chairs and make a
chariot, add some children as horses and a driver)
Say hello to the Ethiopian Eunuch. Let the children all say ‘hello’.

Tell the children that we are going to act out the story of Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch . . .
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One day as Philip was walking along the road to Samaria an Angel appeared to him. (Philip and Angel)
The Angel told Philip, “ Go South down the desert road to Gaza”.
Gaza was the last town before entering the country of Ethiopia from Jerusalem.
Philip knew to always obey God. So he began to walk.
A little further on, a chariot was coming along the road. (Chariot with driver, horses and Eunuch)
Inside the chariot was an Ethiopian Eunuch sitting reading from a scroll. (Hand the Eunuch the scroll)
This man was very important and had great authority and power, working for the Queen of Ethiopia.
He had just come from Jerusalem and was heading home, reading a scroll of scripture from the book of
Isaiah.
The Holy Spirit in Philip told him to go over to speak to the man.
The Eunuch was reading from the scroll. (Read the scroll out loud)
Philip asked, “do you understand what you are reading?”
He said, “no, help me understand.”
So Philip climbed into the chariot and began to tell the Eunuch that Jesus was the lamb described in the
Old Testament who had to die for our sins . . . and Jesus had just done that a couple of weeks ago!
Philip began to tell the Eunuch the good news about Jesus.
The Holy Spirit was with Philip, helping to give him the words to say.
As they travelled along they came to some water and the Eunuch immediately asked Philip to baptise
him.
Philip baptised the Eunuch in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.
Immediately after, the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away and the Eunuch never saw him again.
But the Eunuch went on his way a changed man forever, rejoicing and praising God.
For today he had become a Christian, a follower of Jesus Christ.

Application:
The Holy Spirit is God’s gift to all of us, to be our helper and our guide, to fill us with power and
boldness to tell other people about God.
All of us have the Holy Spirit in us if we love Jesus and ask God to come into our lives and become a
Christian, a follower of Jesus. (If you are comfortable with this, and an opportunity arises, you may
want to let the children know how to become a friend of Jesus and become a Christian, a believer of
Jesus Christ. See ‘How do I become a Christian’ sheet below)
Let’s pray.
Dear God, help us all to be filled with your Holy Spirit, to give us the boldness to tell
others about you. Amen
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HOW DO I BECOME A CHRISTIAN?
Becoming a Christian means that you realise that you need Jesus Christ in your life. Jesus is
the Son of God and He came to earth to share the good news that God wants to get to know
us and have a relationship with us. God loves us. God is holy and hates sin.
Jesus was born into the world and is fully human and fully divine. He is our way to come into
the holy presence of God. Because God cannot be around sin, Jesus died for our sins on the
cross, so that when we ask for God’s forgiveness and ask him to come into our lives we can
freely come into God’s holy presence. We have all done wrong and we all need Jesus!
Jesus also gives us a gift called the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is the part of God that can be
with us all the time. He will comfort us, guide us, lead us into truth, teach us more about
Jesus, and help us to live like God wants us too.
Christians try to live for God through their own personal faith in God.
Through: reading the bible, which is our study guide; praying, which is our communication
with God, we talk to God and we listen to what He says back to us and having a relationship
with Jesus, having a best friend. The more time you spend with your best friend, the more
you start to act alike; the more time we spend with Jesus, the more we’ll start to act like Him.
To put it simply:
We recognise that we need Jesus.
We acknowledge that we sin and need to ask for forgiveness.
We can now have a relationship with God.
We can become children of God
We can call God our Father
We can one day be with God in heaven.
Invite the child to pray for forgiveness and for Jesus to come into his/her life.
Let the child know that saying this prayer means:
You are truly sorry for all the wrong things you have done
You truly believe that Jesus took the punishment for your sins
You truly want to start a relationship with Jesus to help you turn from all the wrong things
you have done and do what is right.
Sample prayer:
Dear Lord Jesus,
Thank you that you died for me. I am sorry for all the bad things I have done in my life.
Please forgive me and help me to live my life for you. Amen
Some helpful websites. www.dltk-bible.com/cv/becoming_a_christian.htm
www.letthelittlechildrencome.com
www.the4points.com/uk
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YEAR 2
UNIT 10: THE HOLY SPIRIT
LESSON 2: THE SPIRIT GUIDES: PHILIP & THE ETHIOPIAN

RESPONSE
GROUP ACTIVITY & QUESTIONS
(Break into small groups, age appropriate, class or key stages)

See Craft worksheet: Scroll of Good News

KEY QUESTIONS
Age 5-7
Who was Philip?
What did God ask Philip to do?
How did the Holy Spirit help Philip? How does the Holy Spirit help us?

Age 8-10
Philip was an apostle, what is this?
What did God ask Philip to do?
How did the Holy Spirit help Philip?
What role does the Holy Spirit have in our lives?

REFLECT & PRAY
Fizzy Explosive Prayers (See Pinterest ‘Year 2 Unit 10 Holy Spirit’ or flamecreativekids.blogspot.co.uk)
Materials: Bicarbonate of soda (baking powder), white vinegar, food colouring, eye droppers.
Mix food colouring into white vinegar to colour it. Keep each colour of vinegar in a separate
container and use a different eye dropper with each one. Cover the bottom of a baking tray with
bicarbonate of soda.
Bring the children around in a circle. Talk with them about the Holy Spirit how it can transform
our lives and bring change. Demonstrate by dropping a drop of coloured vinegar onto the tray . . .
watch the explosion and how it transforms the baking powder. This can happen in our lives too if
we ask for the Holy Spirit to help us. Remind the children how Philip and the Ethiopian’s lives
were changed by the help of the Holy Spirit.
Ask the children to choose a colour and add a drop to the tray. As they drop the vinegar onto the
baking soda, pray that the Holy Spirit will come to them and transform their lives.
Pray with the children - Dear God, thank you for the Holy Spirit. Please fill us each day with your
love and help. Amen
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YEAR 2
UNIT 10: THE HOLY SPIRIT
LESSON 2: THE SPIRIT GUIDES: PHILIP & THE ETHIOPIAN

Scroll of Good News
[Try and have one made to show the children]

MATERIALS:
• Scroll template
• Black pens, pencils, felt tips
• Ribbons to tie up scroll
• Strong black tea or tea bags
squeezed out
• Sponges or paintbrushes
• Hair dryer (Useful to dry quickly but
only allow leaders to use as risk of
burning!)
See Pinterest JIGSAW DDYC ‘Year 2 Unit 10 Holy Spirit’ for alternative ideas

INSTRUCTIONS:
1. Give each child a template of the scroll.
2. Ask the children to think of what their ‘Good News’ would be to share about Jesus
with others.
3. Take a pencil, black pen or felt tip and write onto the scroll.
4. Take the scroll and scrunch up a little to give it an ageing appearance.
5. Take a sponge or paint brush and stain the paper with the tea mixture.
6. Leaders dry the paper carefully with a hair dryer.
7. Cut out the scroll.
8. Roll up using a pencil and tie with ribbon. (If still wet, let the children take the scroll
home with a piece of ribbon).
9. Use the discussion questions in the ‘Response’ time to chat together.
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Scroll of Good News
Photocopy and cut out.
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Scroll (To use with talk - photocopy and have ready)

Like a lamb about to be slaughtered,
like a sheep about to be sheared,
he never said a word.
He was arrested and sentenced and led off
to die,
and no one cared about his fate.
He was put to death for the sins of our people.
Isaiah 53 v 7-8
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