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While they were in Bethlehem, the time came for the 
baby to be born, and Mary gave birth to her firstborn, a 

son. She wrapped him in cloths and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no room for them in the inn.  

(Luke 2:6-7)
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Dear Friends  
 

Well, here we are again. Another 
Christmas and another Christmas 
magazine. The past pandemic 
year, and indeed the one before 
too, have flown by. Doing things 
online has become the way of it – 
grocery shopping, business 

meetings, banking, church and 
more. 

It’d be great if everyone was able 
to access our church magazine 
online or by email. In that way, 
we’d save on paper, printer ink 
and delivery time. And we’d be 
meeting one of the 3 ‘R’s 
(Recycle, Re-use, Reduce) that 

the delegates at COP 26 were 
promoting – by reducing, if in a 

small way, our footprint. 

Moreover, the church printer has 
been causing trouble recently and 
hasn’t yet been repaired or 
replaced. 

However, we are aware many of 
our members still very much 
appreciate and rely on paper 
copies of our communications. So 

the plan is to produce and deliver 
a printed copy for some.  

If you would like a paper copy 
and one isn’t delivered through 
your door, there’ll also be a small 
supply in the church and can be 
collected either by yourself or on 
your behalf. Or contact the 
Rector.  

Please show this magazine to 
anyone in your family or 

household, especially those who 
may not be able to read it online.  

This magazine outlines the 
opportunities to worship at 

Christmas. Yes, it’s a very busy 
time for everyone, but surely 
there is a service or two you 
and children could attend over 
the Christmas period. Pages 3 
& 4 give information on our 

Advent and Christmas services. 

There’s also a section on ways of 
giving to the church and a GIFT 

AID form which will allow us to 
claim tax from the Revenue on 
your donations. 

This magazine also brings a 
message from the Rector, and the 
other usual snippets.  

Christmas & 

Advent Services 

Page 3   

Nativity Service Page 4 

Readers’ Rota Page 5 

Select Vestry Page 5  

Shop volunteers Page 6 

From the 
Registers  

Page 7 

Rector’s 

message 

Pages 

8 & 9 

Giving to the 

church/Gift Aid  

Pages 

10 & 11 

Gift Aid Form Page 12 
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 COVID19 Service Guidelines 
• Services are still generally just a little shorter to reduce the time spent 

with others indoors 
• Enter and exit by either door 
• Only alternate pews are used. Please don’t sit where there is a red ‘x’  
• If you sit at the first pew you come to, it is a possibility late-comers will 

want to sit beside you. This is less likely if you move on into the church  
• The 11am service will usually be streamed live. Cameras will generally 

only capture people from behind, from a distance and for a short period. 

If however you want to sit in a pew where you will be off camera, speak 

with the Church Wardens on entry 
• Hand sanitise on entry and leaving 
• Wear a face covering, especially when singing 

   

Advent & Christmas Services 
 

Wednesday 1st December 
10.30am – Holy Communion including prayers for anyone in need 

Sunday 5th December – 2nd Sunday of Advent 
11am – Holy Communion 

Sunday 12th December – 3rd Sunday of Advent 
11am – Holy Communion 

Wednesday 15th December 
7.30pm – Short reflective service of preparation for the coming of 
Jesus with Advent carols  

Sunday 19th December – 4th Sunday of Advent 
 11am – Nativity Service – if you’ve young children, come to this. 

6.30pm – Carol Service (Festival of 9 lessons and carols – readings 
by Youth Club members and assistant leaders) 

Christmas Eve 24th December 
 11.30pm – The first Christmas Communion  

Christmas Day 25th December 
 10.30am – Family Communion 

Sunday 26th December  
10am – Area Deanery Service for our area 

in Down Cathedral (also streamed live) on the Cathedral website 
11am – Said short service (not online) 

Sunday 2nd January 
11am – Holy Communion    
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Children’s Nativity Service 

 
Losing 7 members of what was already a smallish Sunday School has had a 
big impact. We’re absolutely delighted that they were confirmed and pray 
that they will continue to play an active part in the church. 
 
But, combined with the after-effects of COVID, their departure has meant 
that all of a sudden, the numbers on the Sunday School register are much 

lower. That will not put us off, however. Our Sunday School leaders are 
determined to let our youngsters tell the Christmas story in their endearing 
inimitable fashion, with the assistance of some of those who have been 

confirmed. 
 
Put a date in your diary for Sunday 19th December at 11am. Come to 
hear and see the Christmas Nativity and support the hard work of 

youngsters and leaders. If you can’t make it, join us online. We hope to 
broadcast it on Youtube, though that will pose challenges. Let’s hope the 
jokes aren’t as bad as the one below!! 
 

 

 

 

 

We all love a 

bargain. But what’s 

the world coming 

to!! 
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Elected Select Vestry members for 2021/22 
Rector’s Church Warden Esther Shaw 

People’s Church Warden Sue McCrum 

Rector’s Glebewarden Brian Thompson 

People’s Glebewarden Kenny Thompson 

Honorary Secretary Christine Patterson 

Honorary Treasurer Judith Shortall 

Select Vestry Members The 6 people above. Plus:  Hilary Patterson, 
Joyce McCormick, Karen Kirk, Sylvia Ward, 
Anthea McWilliams, Stewart Poole, Irene 

Healey, Michael Scott, Shonagh Dagher 

Parish & Rector contact details 
Rectory - (028) 44828231      Mobile – 07925 672340 

colin.darling@talktalk.net 

www.killyleaghparish.com 

www.facebook.com/stjohnschurchkillyleagh 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbKfRG9oXT0_KITfbwOy2Qw 

 

 
 

Lesson Readers’ Rota January 2022 – Easter 

The rota of readers up until Easter is below.  
 

Jan 9 – Rachel Shortall 
Jan 16 – Billy Silcock 
Jan 23 – Brigeen Henderson 
Feb 30 – Anthea McWilliams 
Feb 13 – Christine Patterson  
Feb 20 – Sylvia Ward 
Feb 27 – Joyce McCormick 

Mar 13 – Sue McCrum 
Mar 20 – Edwina Marr 
Mar 27 – Shonagh Dagher 
Apr 10 – Stewart Poole 
 

If anyone would like to join the rota, please contact the Rector. Thanks to 
all our readers. 
 

mailto:colin.darling@talktalk.net
http://www.killyleaghparish.com/
http://www.facebook.com/stjohnschurchkillyleagh
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbKfRG9oXT0_KITfbwOy2Qw
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Big thanks again to our Charity shop staff 
It’s hard to thank our volunteers enough for all they do and various others 
who keep the shop ticking over day by day. Thank you one and all. Your 
efforts are so important to good causes and church funds. 

 
The volunteers are always consulted about how the money they have raised 

is used, what good causes they would like to support, or what projects 
around the church. This year, as well as supporting a number of good 
causes in a small way, the volunteers have indicated they would like funds 

to be used to upgrade the lighting in the church.  
 
This project is under-way and will hopefully result in a brighter building 
sometime in 2022. Thank you to each and every one of them for helping to 
build a brighter future in Killyleagh and beyond.

 
Thank you too to all our other volunteers around 

the church who keep the place ticking over 
 

Without doubt, all churches need committed members who freely give of 
their time and talents to do all the things that need to be done to keep a 
parish church going. From the whole parish, a huge thank you for serving 
God and his people here in Killyleagh in this way. 
 

During the year, some have stepped away from roles, which have been 
performed in some cases for years. We simply want to pass on our heartfelt 
gratitude and appreciation for their service. From catering, Helen and 
Susan. From Sunday School, Jonny. From shop supervision and leadership, 

Irene. From graveyard upkeep and maintenance, Brian, Kenny, Wilfie and 
Elsie (though they still do a big bit). From Parish Centre oversight, Edwina. 
From Free Will Offering counting and management, Jennifer. All of you, take 

a bow. 
 
In singling out these for their service, there’s always the risk that others are 
left out, so to anyone who has served and to anyone who does serve in any 
way, big or small, thank you. What you do and have done is appreciated. 
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From the Registers (end of August to November) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Holy Baptism:           
26 th Aug – Larry Albert Junior Patterson (son of Jefferene Dickson) 

18th Sep – Rocco Ross (blessing after Baptism in Scotland) (son of Hugh & 

Joy) 
19th Sep – Scarlett Love (daughter of Raymond and Julie) 
29th Sep – Kathryn Graham 
24th Oct – Ovie John Theodore Howard (son of Cameron and Cairah) 
28th Oct – Logan Rea Whyte (son of Thomas and Samantha) 
28th Oct – Lucy Rea Whyte (daughter of Thomas and Samantha)  
 

Christian Funeral/Burial: 
26th August – Jeannie Walker (burial of ashes) 
13th October – Rufus Dunwoody 
 

Confirmation – 10th October: 
Louise Craig 
Ben Eakins 
Millie Eakins 
Kathryn Graham 
Emma Heron 

Aimee McCloy 
Ray McCormick 

Sue McCrum 
Abbie McMurray 
Archie Ruddock 
Emily Scott 
Michael Scott 

William Scott 
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From the Rector       

Church life, activities in the Parish 
Centre and things connected with 
church have slowly and surely 
been restarting after lockdowns. 
However, apart from Youth Club 

registrations, everything is 
currently at a lower level. 
Attendance and involvement of 
parish members has been less, 
and I’m not talking just about 

church attendance. Fewer have 

engaged across the board.  
 
As we approach the end of the 
year and look forward to 
welcoming 2022, it’s clear we will 
either have to re-build or get used 
to lower numbers of active 

members.  

When we are a small to medium 

sized parish in the first place, this 
will obviously create headaches in 
the smooth running of the church. 
We will have less people to call on 
to do all those things that need 
done to keep the place ticking 
over, let alone worrying about 

moving forward to do and be 
better.  

The experience of our church isn’t 
hugely different to that of 

churches everywhere, of all 
denominations. Many church 
members have decided to stay 
away for varying reasons and not 
solely to do with protecting 

themselves from COVID risks, or 
for health reasons.  

Regular worshippers before 
COVID have not returned to 

worship with other members of 

the church family. Some have 
used as an excuse for not coming 
the restrictions, discomfort with 
COVID procedures, (like wearing 
face-covering) or presence of 

cameras. Others who have come 
have become less frequent on a 
Sunday morning or not attended 
things that happen around the 
church. Are you in that category? 
Are you one of those who have 

simply got out of the way of 

church? Got out of the habit? 
Come less often? 

Others had been involved in 
things connected with the church 
and have given, in some cases, 
many years of wonderful service. 
Now they have chosen to step 
down from roles of responsibility. 
Just some of these are mentioned 

on page 6.  

If you have got out of the habit of 

going to church, why not commit 
to attending this Christmas, 
giving thanks for Jesus’ coming to 
earth, born as a baby in a stable? 
Why not get back into the way of 
regular attendance at worship in 

2022, if not weekly, aim for 2-3 
times each month? And if you 
used to be regular, but now are 

coming less often, why not 
resolve to attending as much as 
you used to? Why not also re-
start going to things that are put 

on for parishioners and others?  

Why not get your children 

involved again too? Like every 
church up and down the land, 
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ours has been deprived of our 
younger members. 

Of course, our in-church 
worshippers are now 
supplemented with online 
worshippers. That has been a 

positive change since Covid. We 
are now able to come to church at 
home, or anywhere in the world. 
And join the service any time 
during the week, if Sunday at 11 
doesn’t suit.  

Having a bricks and mortar 
physical presence and being 
online means we are now well 

placed to deal with what the 
future brings and to reach out to 
those who want to come up the 
Hill and those who can’t or prefer 
not to. 

Despite the additional workload, I 
always enjoy Christmas in church, 

with all the festive services, 
decorations and Christmas carols. 
Not going to church on Christmas 
Day (or late on Christmas Eve) to 
me isn’t right? Only to think of 
ourselves and family and not to 

set aside even a very small part 

of the day for God is so wrong. In 
my opinion, anyway. Remember, 
Christmas not only begins with 
Christ. He should be middle and 
end too. 

Yet that is the way for many of 
you. As I’ve said before, ours is a 

very quirky parish. While 
Christmas services are some of 

the best attended elsewhere, here 
in Killyleagh, apart from the 
Sunday before Christmas, there’s 
certainly not a notable uptake in 
the number of pews being used. 

That’s my lecture over in this 
season of peace and joy! It would 
be lovely to see you in church, if 

not here, somewhere else if you 

are away. And if you can’t make 
it, it’d be wonderful to know that 
you took advantage of the online 
option instead. 

I’d like to take this opportunity to 

wish you all a very Merry 

Christmas and every blessing for 

a peaceful 2022. 

Colin 

P.s. If anyone would like to 

receive Holy Communion at home 

this Christmas, please ring me 

P.p.s. Around 60% of our 

donations are not Gift Aided. It’s 

great that 40% are, but it means 

we may not be getting as much 

support from the tax man as we 

possibly could be. Please read the 

information on the next pages 

and complete a Gift Aid 

declaration if you’re a tax-payer 

and have not yet done so.
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Giving to your Church  
 

Free Will Offering envelopes for 2022 are being 
prepared. The most cost effective and straightforward 
way to give to the church is by Standing Order from 
your bank account automatically into the church bank 

account each week or each month. That’s because the 
church doesn’t not then have to buy envelopes for you to put your 
donations into. This currently amounts to almost £500 yet more than 50% 
of envelopes are never used and end up in the bin – that’s £250 of your 
donations we have effectively put straight into the bin – what a waste! 
 
However, many still like putting cash in an envelope and handing it in. If 

you haven’t previously used envelopes and would like some, please give 
your name and address to Christine Patterson, our FWO secretary or to 
the Church Wardens, Treasurer, or Rector.  
 
Christine has asked that you complete the outside of the envelope 
because sometimes offerings, especially coins, fall out and can’t be 
allocated if the box for the amount given is left blank. 

 
 
 

If you’d like to donate by Standing Order, let 
us know. It’s simple to do. We’ll give you the 

form, you decide how much and how often 
you would like to give, fill it in and we’ll take 

it from there. 
 
This is the best way to give. It’s like a Direct 
Debit, but you retain total control of it 

 
 

 

Do you give by cheque? 

Another headache with your donations is to do with cheques. We can’t 
lodge cheques if the payee doesn’t match the names on our bank account. 

If you want to write a cheque for any reason for the Parish, please only 
make your cheques payable to ‘Killyleagh Parish Church’. 

If you usually donate around the year end, please note that the last date 

for donations to be included in 2021 accounts is 2nd January 2022. 
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Gift Aid 

 
The church can claim back tax on regular or one-off donations you make 
under the Gift Aid scheme, provided you pay sufficient tax (either Income 
Tax or Capital Gains Tax) to cover the 
donation. Gift Aid effectively means the 

church can enhance donations you make 
by £25 for every £100 donated. If you’re 
a big earner, as an individual, you can 
claim back even more from your own tax 
office. 

 
That’s a big bonus and worth having. 

Equally, it’s such a shame if you are 
entitled to Gift Aid and we can’t claim it 

simply because you haven’t filled out a 
very simple form. The form also allows 
us to claim up to 4 years retrospectively. 
 
On the next page is a Gift Aid form. If you haven’t already filled one in, 
tear it off or print off this page if you are online, fill it in and put it on the 

collection plate in church. Or contact the Rector, or any member of the 
Select Vestry. If you are having difficulty printing it odd yourself, it’s an 
easy thing to drop you in a paper copy or email you one- just ask please. 

 
If you cease being a taxpayer, it is important that you let the church know 
so that we do not claim back tax we are not entitled to. 
 

 
A gift for future generations 

 
Have you considered leaving a gift to the church in your will 
After taking care of family and friends, why not consider 

leaving a gift to the church in your Will? Every gift, large or 

small, makes a difference. 
 
 

 
Charity Commission  NIC103591.     Christian Copyright Licensing no. 2397442 
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Gift Aid Declaration 
I want to Gift Aid my donation of £_______________ and any donations I make in the 
future or have made in the past 4 years to:  
Killyleagh Parish Church (Charity Commission NI Reg No. 103591) 

(Donations include Freewill offering, Harvest, Pentecost, Building Fund, or any other 

one-off donations) 

 
 I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains 
Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that year it is my 
responsibility to pay any difference. 

 

Details of Donor 

 Forename(s): 

  

Surname & Title: 

  

Address:                                                                                                             

  

Telephone: 

  

Email address: 

  

Signature:                                                                   Date:                                      

  
Please notify the Treasurer of Killyleagh Parish Church if you:- 

1. Want to cancel this declaration. 

2. Change your name or home address. 

3. No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains. 


