ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST

KILLYLEAGH PARISH CHURCH
COVID19 Edition Lent 2021

“Even now,” declares the Lord, “return to me
with all your heart, with fasting and weeping and
mourning.” Rend your heart and not your
garments. (Joel 2:12)

Online worshipping numbers are
down. Have you stopped ‘coming’ to
church online? Does it say anything
about what you think of God if you
don’t allocate 35 minutes a week to
worship – from your own home! 11am
on Sundays, or anytime afterwards.
Services are permanently available.
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feel a sense of still being in touch,
though not physically. It allows us
to update you on some
developments too.

Dear Friends
This magazine is being produced
as society treads water with not
much seemingly changing from
day to day. Sadness continues
through all communities of the
province.

Some members will have received
this edition by email. If you didn’t
get it this way, it’s because the
church records do not contain an
email address for you. If you do
have an email address, please
email the rector with your
current address.
colin.darling@talktalk.net

This lockdown seems to be
affecting people in a deeper way,
with depression and despair
common feelings.

A small number have been printed
and delivered to those who are
not connected by email or via the
internet. If you know someone
who would like a printed copy,
please tell the Rector.
In this magazine, you can read
about the drive to encourage
more bible reading, news story
about the installation of cameras
in church and the start of ‘The
Prayer Course’ among other thing.

Yet there is progress. Potentially 5
vaccines are available. Most of
our vulnerable have been
inoculated and 25% of the UK
population already vaccinated. It
won’t be long until the over 50s
are done too.

Rector’s
message
Livestream
cameras
Prayer Course
Reader’s rota
Standing Orders
Sunday School
Easter Vestry &
Contact details

The days are getting noticeably
longer (though not warmer yet).
Despite restrictions on much of
life continuing for some time yet,
hopefully face to face education
will re-start, business will open up
again and we’ll be able to worship
together in the church building
before Easter. Freedom to visit
friends and family without fear for
their welfare is not completely out
of sight.
This special edition magazine has
been produced to allow you all to
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Lent & Easter Services
Due to the NI Executive restrictions on society and the Churches
commitment to support this, worship in church is not currently taking place,
apart from weddings and funerals with limited attendance. There is due to
be a review of the situation before the end of February. It is possible
worship in church will resume on 6th March, more likely closer to Easter.
Please keep an eye on the church website and Facebook page for updates.
Alternatively, you can contact the Rector if you require any information.
In the meantime, online church services
are available at www.killyleaghparish.com
or St John's Church Killyleagh | Facebook
Alternatively you will find all our services
on the church YouTube channel
(26) St John the Evangelist Killyleagh Parish Church - YouTube
The services can also be obtained on the telephone if you do not have
access to the internet. The number to dial is: 02891 249440

Please note the services below are subject to Executive agreement
Sunday 7th March

11am – Holy Communion (bread only)

Sunday 14th March
11am – Morning Worship for Mother’s Day

Sunday 21st March

11am – Morning Worship.

Sunday 28th March
11am – Palm Sunday Worship. Holy Week starts

Thursday 1st April

7.30pm – Maundy Thursday Holy Communion

Sunday 4th April – Easter Day
6.45am – Sunrise service, outside overlooking Lough and Graveyard
11am – Holy Communion

Wednesday 10.30am - Communion & prayers for those in need:
on Wednesday 10th, 17th & 24th March, but only if churches re-open for
worship. Please watch out for further notices
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COVID19 Service Guidelines
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Services are shorter to reduce the time spent with others indoors
One-way movement around the church. Enter by the side door, exit by
the main door. Please don’t sit at the first pew you come to - move on
into the church to the next available empty pew
An area is especially reserved for those seeking even greater distancing
than 2 pews in the side transept in front of the sound/camera desk.
Give contact details for contact tracing
Hand sanitise, as you collect an Order of Service, on entry and leaving
Only sit in a pew with others in your bubble, or if you are 2 metres apart
Wear a face covering, especially when singing
Please leave Prayer Book in pew and take Order of service home

Thank you to all our stewards who have been overseeing the smooth
running of our services

From the Rector
I remember early in March last year, a member of the parish came to
church with her partner. It had been a while since she’d been in church and
it was the first time I met her partner. I remember it well, because it was
the first Sunday that clergy were advised not to shake hands with
parishioners, to distribute bread only at Communion and not to permit the
congregation to share the peace in the usual way.
The man was, not surprisingly, a little taken aback when I declined to shake
hands as he was introduced to me before the service. No doubt he thought,
‘what sort of a welcome is that?’ Now, it would be more unusual if we did
shake hands. And if 60 of us came together and all drank a mouthful of wine
from the same cup, which happened last on the first Sunday in February
2020, we’d be arrested! In those 12 months, so much has changed.
However, if the shape of our
worship has changed
dramatically, God hasn’t changed.
Nor has the continual cycle of the
church year. The One we worship
and when and why we worship
him remains as constant as ever.
Arguably we have even more
reason to get on our knees and
bow down to the Lord our maker.

Our journey through Lent was
rudely interrupted last year by
COVID19. But with Lent upon us
again, it would be good to
remember what this season of
reflection is all about and re-focus
on the traditional practices which
are encouraged in this season.
Lent is traditionally a time when
Christians reflect on their faith
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journey and their lives and often
give up things for a while.

Dropbox - Lent Videos - Simplify
your life

The purpose of abstaining from
things in Lent is to draw closer to
God, to remember what Jesus did
for us, his sacrifice and reflect on
our response to him.

Alternatively, you could read the
set Lectionary readings for each
day. The Church of Ireland
website will guide you what to
read – again, copy and paste the
below link into your address bar
Weekday Lectionary - Church of
Ireland - A Member of the
Anglican Communion

Lent is also a time when we are
encouraged to focus on our
spirituality. Across the diocese,
parishes are trying to encourage
more to engage with the Bible
regularly.

Throughout February each
weekday. I and some parishioners
are reading a chapter of John’s
gospel aloud in the church. Pray
about that and pray that what is
being read in church and privately
will deeply resonate with
everyone.

If you don’t get the little printed
daily devotional from ‘Our Daily
Bread’, I’d like to encourage you
to spend 5 minutes each day
going online to read the thought
for each day. Use this link – just
copy and paste it to your address
bar
Read | Our Daily Bread Ministries

On a different issue, the
installation of cameras in the
church along with wifi now allows
us to livestream anything that is
happening in church. This is a
watershed moment for the parish,
which I am certain will put us in a
better position to face whatever
the future holds. You can read
more on page 8 and 9.

Or why not download the Bible to
your phone and spend time
engaging with the Scriptures
whenever you have a free
moment. We all find ourselves
with free moments – in a shop
queue, waiting for someone, at an
airport or on as bus (less so now,
admittedly).

I’d like to thank those members
of the Select Vestry subcommittee who facilitated this and
Darren Brown who has so willingly
and helpfully guided us.

The YouVersion phone Bible App
is free to
download.

Finally, if you need pastoral or
spiritual support, even though
some restrictions are likely to be
with us for a while, please do ring
me. Every blessing to you all.
Colin

Bishop David will be providing
daily thoughts from the Book of
Nehemiah throughout Lent. These
will be between 5 and 10 minutes
and can be accessed by copying
the below link to your address bar
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Charity shop – volunteers wanted
Our Charity Shop may very well be closed currently, but when it re-opens,
volunteers will always be needed to help serve in the shop or sort the stock
donations. Procedures exist to minimize any risks arising from the
pandemic.
If you can afford to give half a day a week and would be willing to help, pop
into the shop when it re-opens, or speak with Marina, Irene or Sylvia. You’ll
be assisting raise funds for church projects and other charities and would
even be able to nominate a charity that is close to your own heart for
financial support.
A big thanks to all the shop volunteers, who do a wonderful job, day in day
out, especially in these difficult unpredictable times.

Equipping for Life
Equipping for life is a local charity founded by Church of Ireland Franciscan
Brother David Jardine, who for many years led Divine Healing Ministries.
Equipping for Life addresses the serious problem of education underachievement, especially amongst certain sections of the Protestant
community. Established in North and West Belfast, Equipping for Life wishes
to spread to other areas of the province (including the Downpatrick area).
Its vision is to equip children with the skills and values that will help them
through life. Working with local schools, volunteers spend time reading on a
one-to-one basis with selected children.
Brother David has been invited to Killyleagh Parish on 16 May to preach and
tell us a bit more about Equipping for Life and how we as a parish can be
involved in this ministry. Hopefully, by then, restrictions will be eased and
we will be able to see if there is any way we can support or be involved.
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Cameras installed
Most of you will know that even though we haven’t been able to meet for
worship in the church building, we have been virtually meeting and
worshipping together. Services have been broadcast online via our YouTube
channel, since Mother’s Day last year whenever churches have been closed.
All previous services can be viewed anytime.
http://www.killyleaghparish.com/archived-services/. Use this link to view
each previous service filed in the Archived Services folder on the website.
We are indebted to the commitment, expertise, creativity and long
hours of conscientious work of Darren and Joe Brown of Soaring
Productions. Many parishioners have also bravely co-led services and
behind the scenes Tony, Henry and Stewart have been managing the
website, facebook and audio version so we could worship together.
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But now, after thorough deliberations and discussion at Select Vestry, we
have installed high quality 4k Pan Tilt & Zoom cameras in the church along
with a new Control Unit and Wifi. (A picture of one of the cameras is on the
previous page).
So that means when we have operators trained, we’ll be able to stream all
services and events in the church live. Again, big thanks to Darren Brown
for taking on this training responsibility too.
Moreover, everything will be automatically uploaded to the Church YouTube
channel to be viewed anytime. People will be able to join in worship from
their home or hospital bed, or even their holiday hotel room anywhere in
the world.
Obviously worshipping online has a different experience and we still want as
many as possible to gather together in worship in the church, as the Bible
says we should. But for those who can’t, or prefer online, it will also be
available. The pros and cons of spending church funds in this way were
outlined in our Winter 2020 magazine. Let the Rector know if you’d like
another copy of this to read the article again.
This is an exciting new chapter in the life of St John the Evangelist
Killyleagh. May our connections as worshippers of Jesus grow deeper,
stronger and greater both in person and online.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Prayer Course
We all pray, but most think we’re no
good at it. Get some helpful guidance
•
•
•
•
•
•

Starting Monday 15th February. 7:30pm
Online – join from your living room
8 sessions – lasting around an hour each. No probs if you miss any
Created by 24/7 Prayer Movement. Promoted as a simple guide to
prayer for ‘normal people’!
Film based sessions, with some chat about the films – no worries if
you don’t want to say anything and just listen
Suitable if you are a new Christian or a believer a long time, and if
you are a good pray-er or freely admit to difficulty with prayer

Contact the Rector for log in details by 6pm on Monday 15th. Or join any
subsequent week afterwards

9

Lesson Readers’ Rota
As the last rota wasn’t used because of church closure, it
makes sense to move it to the next period. If we do not
resume services by 7th Mar, the rota will continue as published,
with any readers missing their slot put first on the next rota.
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar

7 – Rachel S
14 – Christine P
21 – Billy S
28 – Sylvia W

Apr 11 - Brigeen H
Apr 18 – Anthea McW
Apr 25 – Joyce McC
May 9th – Shonagh D

May 16 – Cheryl A
May 23 – Stewart P
May 30 – Edwina Mr
June 13 – Sue McC

If any parishioner would like to join the rota, please contact the Rector

Church Offering by Standing Order/OnlineTransfer
The Select Vestry wishes to thank all who have chosen to set up a standing
order to give to the church regularly, even when we cannot meet in person.
There are many advantages to giving by Standing Order both for the donor
and the church; for example, it is safer, quicker, and more efficient. It’s also
enormously helpful to allow the Treasurer to plan ahead.
For those of you who have thought about setting up a Standing Order or
Electronic Transfer and just haven’t got around to it, you will find below the
details that you need when setting one up.
Church Bank details: Name of Account - Killyleagh Parish Church
Account number: 46290005
Sort Code: 98-08-60
Please include a name for reference purposes, or advise Judith Shortall,
Hon. Treasurer what you have done.
judithshortall@hotmail.com / 07767 204667 – evenings only.
More information about giving by standing order, and the church bank
account details can be found on this page of the church website

http://www.killyleaghparish.com/giving-by-standing-order/

If you can’t get to church when we’re permitted to
worship again, and need your Free Will Offering
collected, contact the Rector
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It’s been sad that Sunday School has not met since
last March. We have been able to continue some ministry to our young
members via email and YouTube. Also many Sunday School members have
been involved in online services, the Nativity Play, Harvest video and other
things like designing butterflies and the Christmas Card. Thank you to all
parents for still encouraging children to engage with these activities and of
course to Jonny Patterson for his organisation, foresight and commitment.
Sunday School will not formally re-commence until September at
the earliest, though depending on COVID regulations, there may be
a gathering in the summer.

------------------------------------------

Dave Thomas
Funeral Regulations

It was lovely having Dave
Thomas with us for a few
weeks from November. He is
training for ordination at the
Theological Institute. Though
he’s an accomplished speaker
from his work with Christian
Aid, his aim was to gain
experience in leading and
preaching, which he did, both
in church and online. Sadly, we
couldn’t give him a normal
Killyleagh welcome given social
distancing restrictions.
Hopefully we will see him
sometime in the more normal
future. In the meantime, we
wish Dave and his family every
blessing on their journey as
God’s servants.

Funeral regulations are amended
as the pandemic situation
changes. We must abide by all
regulations, no matter how
painful this is for bereaved
families. Funerals will be in
accordance with all current
Government Health, Church and
Funeral Director guidance.
Currently 25 are allowed to attend
a church service. Hopefully this
will increase soon. Broadcasting
the service online will be possible
shortly too. No funeral teas will be
permitted for some months.
In the event of a restricted
funeral being necessary, the
Rector will discuss options for a
fuller family and community
memorial service at a future date.
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Prayerline
If you would like to receive prayer for yourself or for anyone else, in
confidence and anonymously contact the Rector or our small dedicated
prayer team. All that is needed is a Christian name, and, if you want, some
detail of the reason for your prayer request. Text or phone the special
prayerline 07743 965185. Or email communityprayers20@gmail.com

-----------------------------------------Easter Vestry
This year’s Easter Vestry Annual General Meeting is
provisionally scheduled for 22nd April. Hopefully it will
be held in person, either in the Parish Centre or the
Church, depending on numbers wishing to attend.

Gospel give-away postponed
Before our supply of John’s Gospel arrived to be freely distributed around
Killyleagh, as advised in our Winter magazine, our Baptist friends had
already started a similar exercise. So we have postponed our distribution
until another time.

From the Registers (December to Feb 10th)
Christian Funeral/Burial
10th January – Ethel Rea
10th February – Colin Stewart

Parish & Rector contact details
Rectory - (028) 448 28231 / Mobile – 07925 672340
colin.darling@talktalk.net
www.killyleaghparish.com
www.facebook.com/stjohnschurchkillyleagh
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbKfRG9oXT0_KITfbwOy2Qw

Charity Commission NIC103591.

Christian Copyright Licensing no. 2397442
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