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Any Sunday is a good ‘back 
to church’ Sunday 

If you’ve not been in church for a while, 
re-join us in September. Or pencil in our 

Harvest Thanksgiving on 9 October.
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Dear Friends  

In line with what we said in the 
last issue of the magazine, we 
plan to continue making it 

available digitally in the future 
and only print a smallish number 
of magazines. This seems to 
make sense, as most people are 
happy to read online or from an 
email copy and it helps us as a 
parish to keep reduce, re-use and 

re-cycle conservation priorities on 
our agenda. It also reduces the 
amount of work for those involved 
in production and delivery.  

We have a list of parishioners who 
aren’t online or prefer a paper 
copy. But if you didn’t receive a 
paper copy and want one, please 
advise the Rector or Christine 

Patterson, Secretary of the Select 

Vestry, or Esther Shaw, 
Churchwarden. If you know 
someone else who’d like a printed 
copy, please pass their name on.  

As was reported in our Easter 
magazine, our Sunday 
congregation numbers are around 
30% lower than pre-pandemic 

times. And the frequency of some 
worshippers is less. In addition, 

attendance at Sunday School has 
been inconsistent. 

That’s why we are making a 
special plea to any who haven’t 
been in church for a long time to 
re-join us. Your seat is waiting for 
you and we’d love to see and hear 

from you again.  

Perhaps you’ve been with us 
online over the past couple of 

years, which is great, but if you 
are able, and you don’t have 

health issues, it’d be lovely to re-
connect with you in person every 
so often. And don’t rush off 
straight after the service, so you 
can catch up with old friends. 

On 25th September, we plan to re-
start Sunday School, but with an 
overhaul of how we do things and 

when. The Rector gives more 

details on page 5. Please come on 
25 September with Sunday School 
age children (4-13) to complete 
registration. 

In this issue there’s also 
information on special services in 
the Autumn. You’ll find all the 
usual features and information. 
Please make sure friends, family 

or neighbours know there’s a new 
magazine issue. 

Special Services  Ps 3 & 5 

Service pattern Page 4 

From the Rector Ps 5 & 6     

Activities 
resuming 

Page 7 

The Registers Page 7 

Shop news Page 8 

Bible Discussion Page 9 

Prayer times Page 10 

Readers’ Rota Page 11 
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 Special Services for Autumn 

Sunday 11 September – Sunday School Registration 
11.00am – A short time in church, then registration and getting to 
know you time for Sunday School members for the new year. 

Sunday 18 September – Presbyterian Harvest 
7.00pm. We are all invited to join with our Presbyterian friends as 

they celebrate Harvest.  

Sunday 9 October – Killyleagh Parish Harvest 
11.00am – Harvest Morning Celebrations  
6.30pm – Harvest Evening Worship 

Sunday 13 November – Remembrance Sunday  
11.00am – Traditional Service of Remembrance 

2.30 – 2.45pm – Act of Remembrance at War Memorial at the Castle 
3.00pm – British Legion Service – to be confirmed.  

Sunday 27 November – Celebrating 400 years of 

Killyleagh Presbyterianism  
Look out for details of how this anniversary will be celebrated. 
 

Home Private Communion or Pastoral Visit                                    
If anyone is unable to get to church, and would like to receive Communion 

at home, as a one-off, or more regularly, please 

contact the Rector. With little concerns about 

the risks of home visiting, the Rector is more 

than happy to share Communion privately or 

visit for any pastoral reason. Please do make 

contact to arrange a visit.   

                                                                                                                           

Harvest Special Collection 
Harvest has been celebrated for centuries as a season of plenty. Yet in 
2022, the number of people living in hunger and poverty is at an all-time 
high. Today, more than 811 million people around the world face chronic 

food insecurity and do not know where their next meal will come from.  

Additionally, the cost-of-living here is sky high and rising.  
 
That’s why our special Harvest collection this year will help both those in 
the UK who are struggling to make ends meet as we financially support 
foodbanks, and starving people overseas, as we support the Christian Aid 
partnership with the World Food Programme to improve food security 
particularly amongst displaced people.  
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Service Pattern for the next few weeks 
 

Our main Sunday morning service is at 11am. The 
weekly pattern is below. 
Holy Communion will also be celebrated weekly 
at 9am from September to June.  
 

1st Sunday  Holy Communion 2 . 

2nd, 3rd, 4th Sundays  Morning Prayer.  
Once a month, mostly on the 3rd Sunday, 
this will be a choral service with sung 
psalms and chanted canticles 
Also on the 2nd Sunday each month, we will 
mostly use the newer hymnbook, Thanks 
and Praise, for our hymns 

5th Sunday Celebration of Wholeness and Healing & 
Anointing with oil  

Each Sunday, from 4th 
September – 9.00am 

Holy Communion 1 – a quiet, reflective 
celebration of Holy Communion, using our 
older liturgy. Small congregation. 

Third Wednesday in the 
month starting September 
21st at 10.30am            

Holy Communion 2 with an opportunity to 
pray by name for anyone who is sick or in 
any need. A cuppa and chat afterwards in 
the Parish Centre. 

Please note the special services on page 3 of this magazine and look out 

for notices on Facebook and the church website about these services which 

will mean the normal pattern is amended  

Most of you know this, but just to remind you, if you 

miss Sunday worship, all our 11am services and some 

others are available to watch any time. Simply search 

for Killyleagh Parish Church Youtube TV channel, or 

use the link on the Church Facebook page or Website 
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From the Rector  
In the years before COVID forced 

churches to close, the numbers 

enrolled on the Sunday School 

register had been slowly but 

steadily increasing. Sunday 

School sessions consisted of a  

 

Bible lesson, craftwork, a bit of 

fun and sometimes a few minutes 

in church. Always on Sunday. At 

the same time, we had introduced 

a Thursday evening fun Youth 

Club for primary school aged 

children in the community. 

 

Perhaps it was too much to expect 

after COVID, we’d simply return 

to the position we were in before 

COVID. While the registrations for 

the Thursday Youth Club in 

September 2021 increased to a 

very encouraging 48 children, 

there wasn’t the same enthusiasm 

to return to Sunday School. 

Throughout the past year, still 

disrupted by the pandemic, 

although there was good 

involvement in special services 

like the Christmas Nativity, 

attendance at Sunday School was 

sporadic, inconsistent and hard to 

predict. Uncertain attendance 

obviously makes it difficult for our 

team of leaders to plan. 

Rather than simply doing what we 

did last year and hoping for a 

different outcome, we’ve decided 

to change the way Sunday School 

works, when it meets, and what 

happens when it does meet, in 

the hope it will attract and offer 

something coherent and 

meaningful to parents and 

children.  

We still want our young people to 

feel that this is their church where 

they belong. 

Sundays School becomes 

‘The Killyleagh Hub  

The name Sunday School will 

change to The Killyleagh Hub (The 

KH) to more accurately reflect 

what is happening. The new 

programme will have 3 strands: 

1. 3-4 outings or activities each 

year, probably on a Saturday or 

Sunday afternoon, linked to Bible 

teaching. For example, a learn to 

sail/water sports afternoon will be 

combined with Bible stories about 

Jesus and the sea. Or a trip to the 

Aquarium or Zoo will be 

supported by what the Bible tells 

us about creation.  
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2. Sunday morning 

preparation for children to be 

involved in or lead services. For 

instance, prior to Christmas, there 

will be some preparation sessions 

for the nativity. 

3. Attendance at Festival 

Services like Remembrance Day, 

Harvest, Easter Day. It’d be great 

for young people to be at these 

services, to observe and learn 

Christian lessons from each 

service. There will be a short time 

of teaching for them each service. 

While I am not expecting huge 

numbers to register, since we are 

a smallish parish fishing in a small 

pond, I’d love most eligible young 

members of the parish to be 

involved. That needs support and 

commitment of parents too. 

So a plea to parents of children 

aged 4-13, (conscious of the 

competing demands on your 

time), please do register your 

children on September 25th. 

Develop in them a sense of 

belonging to St John the 

Evangelist Parish, Killyleagh, 

which will hopefully remain with 

them for their whole lives. 

Back to Church?  
You’ll notice from earlier in this 

magazine that we’re encouraging 

worshippers who haven’t been in 

church in person too often since 

COVID began to re-join us. We’ve 

a wonderfully spacious church 

building, but when numbers 

worshipping are down from a 

previous modest level, with 80% 

of the pews empty, it can be 

discouraging to everyone. 

Yes, it’s been a blessing to know 

folk are joining us online. And 

that opportunity will continue. But 

when the numbers in church 

have, on occasion, been as they 

were pre-Covid, that has given an 

amazing lift to the spirits of 

everyone in church. It has given a 

deeper meaning to the sense of 

being together and worshipping 

as God’s people, when more of us 

are in the building. It’s enhanced 

the singing and congregational 

responses and feeling of 

communicating with God.  

That’s why I’m asking those who 

have chosen not to come in 

person to church to make a 

special effort to re-connect. I 

appreciate there have been plenty 

of valid reasons to stay away and 

in no way is anyone judging you 

for that decision. But please re-

join us. The church family isn’t 

the same without you. 

Every blessing to all of you.  

Colin  
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   From the Registers (March to August) 
 

Holy Baptism  
10th March – Violet Hope 
(daughter of Jody Kelly) 
24th July – Leo Luca Jasper (son 

of Jasmine Marks and Lucas Quigley) 

21st August – Cadin (son of Samantha McGreechan and Dean Kayes) 
 

Christian Funerals 
29th March – Ernest Fairley 

11th April – Wanda Rowan Hamilton 
26th April – Grace Rodie 
8th June – Jean Parkes 
28th July – John Shields 

Activities to resume 
Girls Brigade:  
if your daughter is aged 3 upwards, then make sure she doesn’t miss GB. 

Tinies and Explorers for age 3 to P4 meet from 6.15 – 7.30 on Mondays, 

starting 12th. Juniors, Seniors and Brigaders, (P5 and above) meet from 

7-8.30, also on Mondays. The location is the Lecture Hall, Irish Street 
Youth Club:  
for ages 4-11, everyone welcome, whether members of the church or 

not. Thursday evening is Youth Club time. This year we may divide the 

children into 3 age groups to give more space for fun and ensure children 

of similar ages are mixing. The details and times are still being worked 

out, so keep an eye on the Church and Youth Club Facebook pages for 

more information soon and news of registration. 

 (13) Killyleagh parish youth club | Facebook 

Each evening will be a mix of games, fun activities, crafts, and sports. 

Occasionally there will be interesting guests, trips out to the park or 

Delamont and the chance to hear some bible stories.  The emphasis is on 

having FUN. So tell family or friends. If you want more information, 

contact Mandy 07979 950564.  

https://www.facebook.com/Killyleagh-parish-youth-club-292500251374992/
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News from the Charity Shop 
 

The charity shop continues to provide a re-cycling and re-use service for 

visitors to Killyleagh and locals.  

It is thanks to the dedication, effort and commitment of the volunteers 

who staff the shop for 6 days a week every week, to others who manage 

and remove unsaleable stock, to donors and to customers, that the shop 

continues to be effective. To all who make the shop work, thank you. 

At a time when costs of living are rising for everyone, the shop provides a 

valuable service to some people with less money available. It also remains 

a bit of a social hub, with patrons calling regularly for a bit of social 

interaction and to pick up a bargain. 

All of which provides the church with additional funds to be charitable to 

people in need and to consider building repairs and improvements in the 

church. One project being financed by some of the shop income is the 

upgrading of the lights in church. The Select Vestry property team is 

looking at this currently, but with such an old building, high ceilings, 

wiring that needs tested and 

electrical standards to satisfy, 

this will take a bit of time to 

address. 

Without people willing to give 

a bit of time, the shop 

wouldn’t function, and we are 

always needing volunteers. If 

you can spare a few hours one 

day a week, or would be 

willing to go on a reserve list 

to deputise occasionally when regular volunteers aren’t able to be there, 

your help would be much appreciated. Please speak with Esther, Sylvia, 

Marina or pop into the shop. Why not even give it a try for an hour or two 

one day to see the craic that can be had. 
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Bible Discussion Group to resume 
 

Jesus told us to love God with all our heart, soul and mind. It’s important 
therefore, if you want to love God with your mind, to think about faith 
matters and how we are 
expected to apply in our 

lives in 2022 what he 
taught and modelled. 
That’s one reason why it’s 
good to always have 
available an opportunity 
for people to learn.  

 

The plans for 2022/23 fall 
into two parts: 
 
After Christmas we will resume the Bible Society’s ‘Bible Course’. This is 
a great film-based course about the Bible, rather than a study into what 
the Bible says. We had started this course in Spring 2020, with a dozen or 
so people committing to attend the 8 sessions. Covid lockdown forced us 

to shelve the course. So the plan is to re-start it after Christmas. Even if 
you didn’t sign up last time, you’ll be able to join us and be most 
welcome. The more the better. 

 
For the Autumn and early winter, the Bible Discussion group will meet 
again in Dorothy Cranston’s house, 4 Comber Road, Killyleagh. The group 

will meet every other Tuesday for a chat about a topical issue, such as 
food prices and shortages, and try to learn what the Bible tells us what 
our response to such an issue should be. The topics to be discussed will 
be agreed by the attendees, and in the past have included such things as 
responding to the Ukraine war, euthanasia, and living together without 
being married. 
 

We’ll chat informally, learning from each other in a very friendly 
environment, of course, finishing with a cuppa and bickie. There’s plenty 

of room and everyone is welcome. You don’t have to be an expert on the 
Bible, just be willing to listen, chat and learn. Contact the Rector or 
Dorothy (07861 000189) if you’d like to attend. The first session is on 13th 
September at 7.30pm. 
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Prayer and Coffee with God! 

Prayer is an important part of faith.  It 
presents us with an opportunity to 
communicate with God. Of course, we can 
pray any time and in any place, but by 
intentionally focussing on talking with 
God, on opening your heart to him, you 

can get to know his heart better and 
draw closer to him.  
 

A new prayer opportunity starts in October, as we launch ‘Coffee with 
God’ on the 1st Wednesday each month at 10.30am. Come and share a 
cuppa in the Parish Centre, have a yarn with others in a relaxed setting 
and spend a short time in prayer. No one will be asked to pray out loud, 

unless the Spirit moves you. So no one should feel uncomfortable. 
 

The first ‘Coffee with God’ (or tea!) will be 

Wednesday 5th October at 10.30 
 
Here’s a summary of other prayer opportunities in our parish: 

• Praying for the sick / those in need: at our mid-week Holy 
Communion on the 3rd Wednesday monthly, we pray by name for 

those in any kind of need. If you don’t attend the service, contact 
the Rector to include your own name, or that of someone else. Or 
leave a note with church wardens  

• Email your prayer requests to the parish prayerline: simply 
email details of your prayer request in all confidence; 
communityprayers20@gmail.com 

• Prayer couplets: if anyone wishes to be paired with another 

parishioner to chat every so often and pray for each other and 
others, this can be arranged. Contact the Rector. 

• Celebration of Wholeness & Healing: if there is a 5th Sunday in 

a month, we will have a healing service, with the opportunity to 
be anointed with oil and, not having been available since before 
COVID, to receive prayer for yourself or someone else at the 

Communion rails at the end of the service.   

mailto:communityprayers20@gmail.com
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Keep Fit 

It’s now just over a year since 
the Keep Fit sessions started in 

the Parish Centre. There never 
has been fitter folk in and around 
Killyleagh!  

Combining weights, exercises, 
stretching and movement to 
music, qualified instructor Sarah 
Dinsmore will guide you to a 

leaner, fitter, more supple 
version of yourself 

Sessions are still only a fiver and 
last around an hour. Monday and 

Wednesday 6:30pm – 7:30. 
Saturday morning 9am – 10. 
Males or females welcome. 

 

Just turn up in sports attire and 

footwear, or if you want more 

detail, contact Sarah on 07528 
614423. Why not come with a 
friend? 

 

Lesson Readers’ Rota September - December 

The rota of readers for the next 3 months is below.  
If anyone would like to join the rota, please contact the Rector. 

 
Sep 11 – Rachel Shortall 
Sep 18 – Edwina Marr 
Sept 25 – Sylvia Ward 
Oct 9 – Brigeen Henderson 
Oct 9 – Joyce McCormick (6.30pm) 
Oct 17 – Christine Patterson  

Oct 23 – Emily Scott 

Oct 30 – Anthea McWilliams 
Nov 13 – Stewart Guthrie 
Nov 20 – Billy Silcock 
Nov 27 – Shonagh Dagher 
Dec 11 – Stewart Poole 
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Select Vestry members for 2022-23 
At the Easter General Vestry, the following were elected as members of 

the Select Vestry or nominated to positions for the current year. 
The Select Vestry members act as Trustees of our church, with 
responsibility mostly for any property or financial related matters. 
 
Shonagh Dagher 
Karen Kirk 
Brenda Livingston 

Joyce McCormick 
Lorna McCormick 
Sue McCrum (People’s Warden) 

Anthea McWilliams 
Christine Patterson (Honorary Secretary) 
Hilary Patterson 

Stewart Poole 
Michael Scott 
Esther Shaw (Rector’s Warden) 
Judith Shortall (Honorary Treasurer) 
Brian Thompson (Rector’s Glebewarden) 
Kenny Thompson (People’s Glebewarden) 
Andy Ward  

 
 

Parish & Rector contact details 

Rectory - (028) 44828231      Mobile – 07925 672340 
 

        colin.darling@talktalk.net 
 

      www.killyleaghparish.com 
 

         www.facebook.com/stjohnschurchkillyleagh  
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbKfRG9oXT0_KITfbwOy2Qw 
 

 

Killyleagh Parish Church Charity Commission NI Reg No. NIC103591 

mailto:colin.darling@talktalk.net
http://www.killyleaghparish.com/
http://www.facebook.com/stjohnschurchkillyleagh
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbKfRG9oXT0_KITfbwOy2Qw

