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When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On coming 
to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, 
and they bowed down and worshipped him. Then they 
opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of 

gold, frankincense and myrrh.  
(Matthew 2:10-11)
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Dear Friends  

As we approach the Christmas 
season, there seems to be so 
much going on in the world to 

bring despondency and upset our 
joie de vivre.  

Thankfully, though we’re not rid 
of it yet, COVID19 is playing only 

a bit part in the nativity story this 
year. But major upsetters are the 
cost of goods and services, high 
energy prices, dismal economic 
forecasts for a while to come, war 

in Ukraine, worsening climate 
emergency, seemingly little 
progress on resolving the Protocol 
stalemate. 

It’s easy when there are such 

pessimistic distractions to forget 
the almost unfathomable story of 
Christmas, that God chose to step 
down into our world, to be with us 

in whatever life presents, as our 
Emmanuel, our God with us. 

That thought, that God is with us, 
should bring joy to the world. And 
when we think deeply about it, we 
should be reassured that 

whatever life throws up, God will 
walk through it with us. What a 
joy! 

This Christmas edition of the 
magazine has lots of news of 

things happening in and around 
the church. Please share it with 
your family, friends or household, 
especially those who may not be 
able to read it online.  

Page 3 gives information on our 
Advent and Christmas services. 

While on page 4 you can find out 
about the adventurous plans for 

the Nativity. 

There’s also a section on pages 9 

& 10 about your financial 
donations. Big thanks to everyone 
who gives money to the church 
and the work of God in Killyleagh. 

The magazine as usual brings a 

message from the Rector, some 
regular bits and pieces, and more 
detail on the resumption of the 
‘Bible Course’, which had to be 

suspended because of COVID. 

More than half our readers read 

the magazine digitally online. If 
you would like a paper copy, 
some are available in the church 
porch or contact the Rector. 

Christmas & 

Advent Services 

Page 3   

Nativity Service Page 4 

Celebrating 
Volunteers 

Page 5  

Readers’ Rota & 

property matters 

Page 6 

Rector’s 
message 

Pages 
7 & 8 

Giving to the 

church/Gift Aid  

Pages 9 

& 10 

The Bible Course Page 11 
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Advent & Christmas Services 
 
Sunday 4th December – 2nd Sunday of Advent 

9am – Holy Communion 1 
11am – Holy Communion 

Sunday 11th December – 3rd Sunday of Advent 
9am – Holy Communion 1 
11am – Morning Prayer 

7pm – Catherine Street Presbyterian Carol Service 

Wednesday 14th December 
7.30pm – Short reflective service of preparation for the coming of 
Jesus with Advent carols  

Sunday 18th December – 4th Sunday of Advent 
9am – Holy Communion 1 
11am – Nativity Service – if you’ve young children, come to this. 

6.30pm – Carol Service (Festival of 9 lessons and carols – readings 
by Youth Club members and assistant leaders) 

Monday 19th December 
1.30pm – Killyleagh Integrated Primary School Carol Service 

Wednesday 21st December 
10.30am – Holy Communion including prayers for anyone in need 

Christmas Eve 24th December 
 11.30pm – The first Christmas Communion  

Christmas Day 25th December 
 10.30am – Family Communion 

Sunday 1st January 
11am – The first Holy Communion of 2023  
 

 
Pastoral Care at Christmas 

If anyone would like a visit from the Rector in the run-up to Christmas, to 
pray about something, or to receive Holy Communion at home, maybe even 
with someone else in your family, please do make contact directly with 
Colin. Private Holy Communion is also possible once a month or 
occasionally, or if seriously unwell. 
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Children’s Nativity Service 
 
This year, we’re going to try something adventurous, which could be 
absolutely tremendous, or a bit less so!!! But either way, the important 
thing is for families and young people to come together in God’s house in a 

spirit of joy, fun, gratitude, and 

worship, as we come, in the words of 
the carol, ‘to adore him’ (Jesus).     
 
Put a date in your diary for Sunday 
18th December at 11am. Come to 
the Christmas Nativity and support 
the hard work of youngsters and 

leaders. If you can’t make it, join us 
online. We hope to broadcast it on 
YouTube. 

 
To parents of TKH members: If your child would like to sing a carol, have 
a speaking part, read a Christmas poem, or be more involved, a rehearsal 
will take place in the church the Sunday before (11th) at 9:45am, and on the 

day itself (18th) at 9:45am.  
 
Children don’t have to have a speaking part and can definitely still be 
involved without going to either of these rehearsals. Any child who wants to 

be involved can be ina less prominent way. All you need to do is dress them 
up as one of the Christmas Nativity characters and bring them along to the 

church for about 10:45am on December 18th. They could come as whoever 
they want, (not Mary or Joseph, though). It could be as a shepherd, wise 
man, farmyard animal, angel, inn-keeper, or something else – we’ll leave 
that up to you. We can incorporate all characters – even Bob the Builder! 
 

  
 

Gospel give-away 
A while back, we ordered a supply of John’s gospel to give away to everyone 

in Killyleagh. Our local Baptist friends, however, had a similar idea and 

delivered to each house just as we were planning it. So we postponed our 

plans. Now is a good time to deliver these. 

 

In the church porch are a supply for each street in Killyleagh/Shrigley. If 

you’d be willing to simply pop one into each house in your street, or area lift 

the bundle for your address. Or take another bundle if you can. Thank you. 
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Celebrating Volunteers 
Our parish church only exists, (leaving aside finances), because people give 

of themselves, give their time, talents, and effort. We want to recognise our 

volunteers and acknowledge that if they didn't do countless big and small 

things, the church wouldn’t function. 

 

If you do anything to contribute to the smooth running of the church, please 

come along to a celebratory supper. All volunteers are included in this 

invitation, whether what you do is easy for you, or a big commitment.   

 

Date: Tuesday 13th December 2022 

 

Venue: Parish Centre     

 

Time: From 6:30  

 

So if you deliver or staple magazines, operate cameras, church warden, 

read lessons, bring others to church, work in the shop, help with TKH or 

Youth Club, serve on a Vestry committee, clean the church or prepare for 

services, cut graveyard grass, operate digital communications, sing in the 

choir, deal with financial matters, plus loads more things, too many to 

name, the Select Vestry is inviting you to enjoy a festive gathering and 

supper, though we need people to bring something as well as themselves!  

 

To spread the cost and burden of catering, we’re asking everyone to bring a 

dish for two - a main dish or a pudding (cold would be easier). 

 

The Select Vestry will provide festive mulled wine and soft drinks. Or feel 

free to B.Y.O. We would love you to be there to enjoy yourself and relax 

with others over some food and refreshments, some Christmas music and a 

wee bit of craic. 

 
 

From the Registers (end of August to November) 
Just one entry this period…. 
 

Holy Baptism:           
14th November - Arthur Isaac Cuan Moore, son of James and Jennifer 
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Church property matters 
The property sub-group of the Select Vestry is currently working on a few 

issues to do with our buildings: 
 

• Upgrading the lights in the church and outside the entrance points. 
Regular worshippers and visitors will be fully aware how poor and 
inflexible the current lighting is. The new lights will not only be 
brighter, more efficient, better positioned, but we hope will also 

enhance the ‘warmth’ and aesthetics of the building 
• Improving the side door entrance. The internal swing doors are very 

awkward, especially for people unsteady on their feet, with prams or 
in a wheelchair. When the wind blows in a certain direction, there is 
also a noticeable draft. The plan is to sensitively and cost effectively 
address these issues. 

• Reducing the echo / reverberation in the Parish Centre main hall. 

Conducting meetings and events in the Parish Centre had been 
difficult because the echo was many times higher than it should 
have been, thereby making it very hard to hear even someone 
talking beside you. Different solutions were considered before 
sound-absorbing panels were installed on walls and roof. Regular 
users have commented on how effective this work has been. 

• In a year or two, the complex and expensive but necessary process 
to have the roof repaired / replaced will commence. This will be a 
huge and very costly undertaking. More information will follow. 

Lesson Readers’ Rota December 2022 – March 2023 

The rota of readers up until the end of March is below.  
 

Dec 11 – Billy Silcock 
Jan 8 – Rachel Shortall 
Jan 15 – Edwina Marr  
Jan 22 – Brigeen Henderson 
Jan 29 – Anthea McWilliams 
Feb 12 – Christine Patterson  
Feb 19 – Sylvia Ward 

Feb 26 – Emily Scott 
Mar 12 – Joyce McCormick 
Mar 26 – Shonagh Dagher 
 

If anyone would like to join the rota, please contact the Rector. Thanks to 
all our readers. 
 



7 
 

From the Rector 
One of the encouraging things about the past few months has been the 
response we have received from parents to what we are doing for young 
people. It was great to be joined by parents and children for Harvest 

Thanksgiving and Remembrance. The din at church at Harvest was great! 
And the respectful silence at Remembrance, from some as young as 3, was 
very creditable. 
 
We’ve enjoyed a Dark Walk, with high vis jackets, torches and luminous 
strips. And a trip via mini-bus to the SSE in Belfast to an ice hockey match. 

 
With 60 children from the whole Killyleagh community registered as 

members of Youth Club, supported by 14 teenagers acting as assistant 
leaders, and with 25 members of The Killyleagh Hub (our new Sunday 
School – which doesn’t often or only meet on Sundays!), it’s been a 
challenge for our leaders to deal with the numbers and still follow our 
Safeguarding policies. This is a great problem to have.  

 
But I would like to say a special thank you to all who help in any way in 
Youth Club and TKH. Without adult leaders and teenage helpers willing to 
supervise activities, none of this children’s ministry would be possible. I am 
so grateful for their willingness to be involved 
 
Ratios of adult to children are 1:3 for young children, and 1:8 for 5 years 

olds and upwards. So the more children we have registered, the more adult 
leaders we need. Could I ask parish members to consider if they can lend a 
hand either regularly or on stand-by on a Thursday evening, or occasionally 
for TKH events on other days. Or if you know anyone in the community 
who’d like to assist with children’s ministry, please put them in touch. 
 

Is our church right for us? 

We are a small to medium sized 
parish with average post-COVID 

worshipping numbers settling at 

around 50 on a typical Sunday 
morning for the main service.  

While bigger services like Harvest, 
and Mother’s Day for example, 
and some funerals have higher 
attendance, it’s fairly obvious 
that the church building, as it 

is currently laid out, with about 

350 seats and various blind-spots, 
nooks and crannies, is not 
suitable for our congregation. 

At some point, it would be 

sensible to face this reality and 
start the process of addressing 
how the building can best be used 
for worship and services of 
different types, while sensitively 

maintaining familiar features and 
respecting the tradition and 
integrity of the building, if re-
ordering is done. 
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Are you ready for Christmas? 

So, Killyleagh friends, are you 
ready for Christmas? I know you 
might be reading this with a few 
weeks to go, still a long way off 
ready. Or maybe you are super 

prepared. Someone in the church 
told me close to Hallowe’en that 
Christmas shopping for them was 
complete. Wow!! And I got my first 
Christmas card in the post at 
Remembrance!    

But what does this question, really mean? Does it refer to food and drink 
shopping, or perhaps, come to think of it, to decorating the house, writing 
cards, getting the pressies, the hair sorted, the Christmas clothes……… the 

list goes on. 

Or does it refer to ‘being ready’ in a different way? I am really asking you 

instead if you are ready to listen attentively to the story of the birth of 
Jesus, the light of the world, who calls us still to follow him and to shine as 
lights in the world. Are you ready to receive the baby Jesus into your heart. 
Are you ready to do more of those things he teaches about in 2023 so that 

the celebration of his birth this year makes 
a meaningful difference? 

When The Killyleagh Hub kids went on the 
Dark Walk adventure in November, we 
taught them that Jesus was the Light of 

the World. One 4-year-old, when I asked 
why that was so, answered because he guides our way, like the torches we 
were using in the dark. What a brilliant answer. 

Jesus, his love, his teaching, his presence, his person, should guide our 

path. If he is to shine as the Light of the World, we need in our hearts to 
pray that we will be ready to welcome the Light of light, to live by this light 
and shine as lights in the world. Maybe you could pause in the busyness of 
your preparations to pray this prayer: Lord Jesus, Light of light, you have 
come among us. Help us who live by your light to shine as lights in your 

world. Glory to God in the highest. And peace on earth. Amen. 

Wishing you all a very merry and blessed Christmas, and every blessing for 

2023. Colin 
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Online Giving, Giving by Standing Order  
 

We’re blessed to have online worshippers joining us each week, some of 
whom have asked about giving to the work of God in Killyleagh. 
Obviously, no collection plate goes around the online worshippers as it 
does in church. 

 
It is possible to make one-off donations 
online, simply by transferring money 
straight to the church account (details 
below). So our treasurer can track 
things, please simply put your name in 
the reference box. 

 
Or a regular standing order will allow you 

to give an amount each week, month (or anther chosen frequency) 
straight from your bank account to the church account. This is the most 
cost effective and straightforward way to give to the church. If you’d like 
a form to set up a Standing Order, speak to Judith (Treasurer), Esther 
(church warden) or the Rector. Or check out the information on the 

church website 

Giving by Standing Order – St John the Evangelist Parish Church, 
Killyleagh (killyleaghparish.com)  
 

Church Bank Account details: 
 
Name of Account: Killyleagh Parish Church 
 
Ulster Bank Account number: 46290005 
 

Church Sort Code: 98-08-60 
 
Reference (if asked): your own name 
 

Free Will Offering Envelopes  
 
Free Will Offering envelopes for 2023 are being prepared. If you haven’t 
previously used envelopes and would like some, please give your name 
and address to Christine Patterson, our FWO secretary or to the Church 

Wardens, Treasurer, or Rector. And don’t forget to collect your new 
envelopes from church. 
 

https://www.killyleaghparish.com/giving-by-standing-order/
https://www.killyleaghparish.com/giving-by-standing-order/
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Would you consider increasing your 2023  
giving by the rate of inflation? 

 
The Select Vestry is very aware of the 
increase in bills for parishioners. We all 
are!! Church running costs equally are 
increasing and will continue to rise in 
2022. If you have received an increase 
in your pay, benefits or state pension, 

the Select Vestry is asking you 
prayerfully to consider increasing your 
donations to the church by a similar 

percentage. Maybe you are still giving 
the same amount you gave 10 years 
ago!! Perhaps now might be a good time to review things. 
 

 

Gift Aid 
 The church can claim back tax on regular or one-off donations you 
make, provided you pay sufficient tax. Gift Aid effectively means the 

church can enhance donations you make by £25 for 
every £100 donated. If you’re a big earner, as an 
individual, you can claim back even more from your 

own tax office. 

 
That’s a big bonus and worth having. Equally, it’s 
such a shame if you are entitled to Gift Aid and we 
can’t claim it just because you haven’t filled out a 
very simple form. If you haven’t yet completed a Gift 
Aid form, please get in touch. Or ask for one from 

Esther when you come to church. 

 

 

Do you give by cheque? 

We can’t lodge cheques if the payee doesn’t exactly match the names on 
our bank account. If you want to write a cheque for any reason for the 
Parish, please only make your cheques payable to ‘Killyleagh Parish 
Church’. Don’t add anything else. 

If you usually donate around the year end, please note that the last date 

for donations to be included in 2022 accounts is 8th January 2023. 
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The Bible Course resumes 

12 members of the parish had just 
committed to starting the Bible Society’s 
Bible Course in Lent 2020. We had our 
first session, when the unprecedented 
COVID lockdown was announced. The 
course was suspended. Only now does it 
feel right and safe to resume it. So in the 

new year and stretching into Lent, we will start again, repeating the first 
session and going on from there. This will allow people who missed the first 

session 3 years ago to join us afresh and not miss anything. And it will be a 
good reminder to those who had started.  

The Bible Course is a course about the Bible rather than a course about the 
texts. We all know the Bible is one of the key authorities which determines 
our faith. We understand its importance. But the Bible is a big complicated 
book to read and for many it can be difficult to know where to start. 

Maybe in the past, you’ve been part of a Bible study group and want to build 
your confidence so you can study the Bible on your own, or maybe you need 
help connecting together the bits you’ve been reading. The Bible Course is a 

great resource, whether you are familiar with the Bible or you think you 
understand less than you should. It helps see how the books of the Bible are 
part of one big story. 

So make a commitment this New Year to come to this film-based course to 
learn more about the world’s best-selling book ever. You won’t be put on 
the spot and will get a chance to learn in a friendly atmosphere. If you can’t 
make every session, come to those you can. 

Probable start date 
Tuesday January 31st  

7.30pm – 8.30ish in the 
Parish Centre 

Then every Tuesday* for 8 weeks until end of 
March. (*There are two reserve Tuesdays built in to 
the schedule in case of sickness or other 
emergency). 
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Safeguarding Trust 
 
If you wish to discuss any issues to do with the safety 
or welfare of children in the parish, please contact the 

Rector, or any members of the Safeguarding Trust Panel. 
Contact details are displayed on the notice boards in the 
church and Parish Centre. 
 

Currently the panel members are: 
• Colin Darling – 07925 672340 

• Suzanne Manganaro – 07801 790928 
• Gary Patterson (Paddy) – 448 28787 

 
Need more information? 
www.ireland.anglican.org/about/safeguarding 
 
The Select Vestry also is committed to ensuring adults in need of protection 

are properly cared for. If you have any concerns about adults at risk, please 
contact the Rector. 

 

If you know someone who genuinely needs 
a parcel or two from a Foodbank, as the 

cost of living starts to bite with winter, 
please put them in touch with the Rector  

 

Parish & Rector contact details 
 

Rectory - (028) 44828231      Mobile – 07925 672340 

colin.darling@talktalk.net 

www.killyleaghparish.com 

www.facebook.com/stjohnschurchkillyleagh 

(2) The Killyleagh Hub. | Facebook 

Killyleagh parish youth club (facebook.com) 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbKfRG9oXT0_KITfbwOy2Qw 
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